Friendly e 
25 e 
AS E RMO 


Lately Preach? d at B raintree, = Pariſh, 
and now Publiſhed to the World by 


from thoſe Words in Isaianu, 64. 6. 
EAll our Ri ehreonſmeſſes es are as Fan 
Rags. 855 


In a Len TER to the Author, 


To be 


Commun micated to his Atteſtators: 


PET nt REUSE —— OS OI 
By 5 Briant, A.M. 


And Paſtor of the WY ft Church in 3 


7 urning the 8 of G OD into Laſeiviouſuſs. —8 
--Of this Sort are they which creep into Houſes, and lead captius 
filly amen laden with Sins, led away with divers Luſts. 
. Mouths muſt be — ined PAUL. | YA 
3 — — 


TON : Printed by J. Suh for D. Colin, i in Marlborough. 
direct, aral to Dr, SEWALL's EIN 1750s 


— — 


the Rev*. Mr. Porter of Bridgwater ; 133 


t. Jop. 


— N 4 -;4 


w* 


= * 1 
— „ 4,7 


omen Þ 


. dx * 5 3 *% * * 1 g 
$ >." AY. N 2 * 
8 W * ># 1 ren 


* * 


* 


Pans, 


\ 


ETTER, &. 


bds. SSD GIGS 
Rev. Sir, 


> EY OUR Sermon on Jaiab 64. 6. 
preached at the 3d. Pariſh in Brain- 
tree the 25th. of laſt December, and 
ſince publiſh'd to the World under 
the Patronage of five worthy Divines, 
has put me upon writing the fol- 
ng Letter, which I venture abroad without 
ug the Trouble to ride after Atteſtators; being 
perſwaded of the Truth of what a venerable 
ner in theſe Churches obſerved to you, when - 
(cited to uſher your Performance into the 1 
d with a recommendatory Preface, That it — 


a 


ence which your Atteſtators have this Way: 


ther of theſe, I ſay, has as yet procured my 
Wrnifion. But notwithſtanding all you have 
(sor 1 believe can fay, ) notwithſtanding the 
Joous Endeavours of ſeveral warm Gentlemen 
Wo Diſcord among Brethren, which the Scrip- 
ys is an Abomination to the Lord: We have 
Net a pretty conſiderable Degree of what ve call 
ian Love and Union amongſt us. You and 
e others perhaps will give it no better a Name 


churches have of late years bid fair to be 
ered from. £ 8 


acknowledge I ſhould not have the greateſt 
nion of the Union that at preſent ſubſiſts a- 
neſt us, and which this little Flock commit- 
to my Care ( to their eternal Honour be it 
ken) have been ſo remarkable for all along 


on than the raſh Cenſures of others, to con- 


Security. 
or if we are as ignorant, blind and ſtupid a 
ole as ſome are pleaſed to repreſent us, (who 
aps would be full as well employed in mend- 
chemſelves as in ſpeaking Evil of their Neigh- 
rs) yet I deſire to bleſs God, we have this 
Wctul {ſymptom ſtill left upon us, that we are 
W'ous to know the Truth. And not only fo, 
is the Diſpoſition of my Charge to ſeek for 
che holy Scriptures without any ſlaviſh at- 
ent to humane Schemes. "IT" 
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that of __ Peace; which dreadful Curſe 


& divided diſtracted Times, had we any better 


& it was founded only in Ignorance and Car- 
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_ _  InDxxD it muſt be acknowledged. with 
Gratitude, that there has of late Years been 0 
markable Out-pouring of the good old F 
Spirit; and the Perils, that in Times of . 
and implicit believing have attended Freedom 
Plainneſs of Speech (which is an eſſential Bu 
of that Holineſs that becomes God's Houſe 
ever) are very conliderably abated. 


FIRMLY believing this, and that no Trul 
ever ſuffer by Examination, I venture ( Dear 
to Oppoſe /o mighty, ſo ell atteſted an Aut 
And what J have to ſay to yourſelf 1 1 dif 
into the following order. 


Tf. I will ſhow how far in fact y you On 
me in your Sermon, whatever you aimed to 
in the Time of preaching and Pane it. 


2ly. I will particularly oder the ren 
guments you uſe to Support this your Oppoſi 


and point out to you the weakneſs and infufid 
cy of them to this Purpoſe. 


3h. I will ſhow that ſo far as you have 
Controverſy with me, you equally oppoſe Ca 
himſelf. Upon the Truth of which, you will 
low me the Liberty to expoſtulate a little i 

yourſelf, and Rev. Atteſtators, as to the Cry WM" 
have raiſed from the ſuppoſed Abuſe of e 

about the Growth of Arminiaſm. Soy 
| . I am to hon how: far in Fact 71 op] 
me in your Sermon ; &c.---And here, One w 
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ith apt to think by your running Title, and by the 
neful ( tho' I hope groundleſs) Cry you make 
out Religion's dying with the Fathers for want 


non proper Perſons to ſupply their Places, as well as 
onMunmerable other broad Hints in your Sermon, 
Brafit it was the Bible itſelf that was ſtruck at by 
uſe ne unſound and unſerious; by ſome bold, grace- 


5 young Heretick, But upon comparing Notes, 
believe it will be found that you have in fact no 
ntcoverſy with me, only as to the Senſe and 
ellen of One ſingle Paſſage in this Book : And 
Wit is thoſe Words, in Jaiab 64. 6.--- All our 
W7btcouſneſſes are as filthy Rags.---I endeavour to 
ew that the Prophet 1s not Ceaking of the Vir- 
5 of real good Men, and branding true Righte- 
lneſs with the odious Character of filthy Rags; 

t only deſcribing and lamenting the general 
nt of it. Mr. Porter ſays nay; This is not the 
iſe and Deſign of the Prophet in the Paſſage 

der Conſideration, but that the Text is rack'd, 

asenſe extorted from it that it was never wil- 
WW to {peak ; that it intends not the Hypocritical 
rformatices of wicked Men, but the 5% Virtues 
the bet Men, of Woe filthy _ is a very fit 


have ſemblance. 

ſe Col 1110 | | 

1 wil 11s I take to be the true Nate of the Point in 

tle pute. And conſequently all your after-Dif- 

Cry Worſe, every Thing you have advanced relating to 
me other controverted Points in Divinity which 


u take occaſion to ſpeak of in the proſecution of 
Ws Subject, I have at preſent nothing to do with, 

2 of” could you from any Thing delivered in my 
ne wernon with the leaſt Colour of reaſon pretend to 


jo leyel 
A | ; | 


o 


aimed at me, in that Fire of Zeal about fubſiital 
our per ſonal, in the Room of Chriſt's ſurety, Rig} 


Righteous; that we are as Righteous as the Ang 
in Heaven; or what is worſe ſtill, that our Rig 


can merit Heaven by it; If theſe were pour Th 


5 ing only with your own Shadow. 


Sermon where the Doctrine of Juſtification byt 


| inconſiſtent ; in all this? Can there be no Degitl 
Purity in Men, and this Purity held not tt 


30 Wo LE ＋ ＋ E N ge. 
level your ſpiritual Artillery againſt me. If 


ouſneſs, you have certainly miſs'd your Mark, a 


— — charge again if you deſign to do Executi 
f you tho't I had taught that we are perfeg 


teouſneſs deſerves to be compared with the Inf 
Purity of the divine Nature, or finally that 


1 fay, gp have miſtaken the Man, and are iy 


I challenge you, or any one, or all of 1 
Atteſtators, to point out a ſingle Paſſage in 


merit of Man's perſonal Righteouſneſs 1s aſſen 
or from whence it can by good and nectli 
Conſequence be inferred. All I contend for, 
whole Point I have in View throughout | 
whole Diſcourſe (I fay again) is only to i 
that the Prophet did not deſign to brand 
Vertues of real good Men with this odious C 
racter of filthy Rags, but is ſpeaking in the 1 
of the Performances of quite a different {i 
People. So far am J from teaching any t 
about the merit of them, that I ſay exprel 
(Page 29th.) Forgiveneſs of Sin and find! 
ceptance with the Father is thro the Merits 
Son. And is there any thing contradictory 


5 without ſuppoling per ſonal Righteo 
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ty be the Meritorious Cauſe of our Juſtification! 
mti confeſs 1 never yet ſaw (before Mr. Porter and 
gWompany ſhewed us) the Abſurdity and Blaſphe- 
„y, the Popery and Arminiaſm of believing 
utiq rity to be Purity, and good Works to be good 
ried; ts, But I always hot t that ſo far as any 
an is pure, ( let it be in a greater or leſſer De- 
ee) he is not filthy. Nor can I fee what end 
will anſwer in carrying on a glorious Work of 
eformation in the Land to make perſonal Good- 
s of no Account, and to load it with the moſt 
Wovrobious Language, becauſe we an't ſo perfe& 
the Practice of it, as ſome other ſuperiourBeings 
the Univerſe. God don't deſpiſe the Day of 
nall things, but repreſents himſelf as rejoycing in 
KB Beginning and moſt imperfe& Degrees of 
e Goodneſs in his Creatures, Why then ſhould 
W's Ambaſſadors ſet at nought this Ornament 
great Price in God's ſight? If there is a mix- 
re of Wickedneſs { as undoubtedly there is) in 


ut Wc beſt Men on Earth, that ought to be called 
to Mickedneſs, and put far away from us; but fo 
2nd r as they are pute and holy, for my part 1 ſee 
us fo Reaſon why they ſhould not be called fo, and 


om the excellency os the thing, be encouraged to 
ultivate this Divine Temper in their Souls. Woe 
110 bim that calls evil good, and good evil. 


Bor all this will not do, you ſtill infiſt upon it, 

its ont thoſe Divine Vertues which conſtitute the 
mage of God, are in his fight no better than filthy 
gs, and that it was the Deſign of the Prophet 
particular, in the Paſſage under Conſideration 
W preſent them as ſuch. But as ſaying and pro- 
x T_T ving 
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ving differ as much as ſaying and doing, I . 
preſume as was propoſed, ( 2/y. ) To Exami 
the ſeveral Arguments you uſe to ſupport ya 
oppoſite Senſe of the Text, and point out to y 
the weakneſs and inſufficiency of them to tif 
Purpoſe. 


. You ſay you could eaſily make out what y 
advance relating to the Senſe and Deſign of f 
Prophet in the Text, by Arguments drawn fra 
the Context and other Parts of Jaiab's Propheg 
Strange to me! when 'twas ſo eaſy, you hadn 
4 tryed what you could do this way ; eſpecial 
. when you yourſelf ſay (Pag. 3.) „Some in 
1 Explication of this profeſſed Rule ( meaning 
Bible ) dont duly conſider the Text and Context, 
Scope and Delign of the inſpired Penman, to fin 


the genuine meaning of the Paſſage under Con int 
deration,” c. Pray Sir, how can you tou 
who the Prophet is here ſpeaking of, and wur 
Character he is drawing, unleſs you conſider .in 
whole run of his Diſcourſe. You won't, I trulfWori 


pretend that by your inward Illumination you e 
certainly tell the meaning of an Author in a 
broken Sentence picked out of his Writings, wit 
out taking into Conſideration other parts of i 
Diſcourſe, upon which the right underſtandinge 
it eſſentially depends. Truly, Mr. Porter, yo 
paſſing over the Context and other parts of tt 
Book ſo ſlightily, when you were profeſſedly {tt 
ling the Senſe of a few dependant Words in! 
and when this was the only poſſible way to ali 
a true Light upon your Subject, is not with g. 
. the moſt indubitable Eyidence that you tho't 
T1 ene 
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elent t turn. 


Bur you ſay there is no * of this, e 
che Text it ſelf without going any further, fur- 
ſhes you with Arguments ſufficient for your 
poſe. It may be ſo. But you wont take it 
iis if I preſume to examine your Arguments 
little before I believe it. Your 


fro h 0 

heal / Argument is taken from the Word R:ghte- 
dees. And what you fay here may be thrown 
cialWto this Form. If the Word Righteouſneſs or 
n brcouſneſles is never in Scripture. uſed for the 
o bocritical Performances of wicked Men, but to 
„note ſomething truly good and excellent; then 


e may infer that the latter and not the former 
oui intended in the Text ---- I acknowledge there 
1 tWould be ſomething of an Argument here, if 
bur Hyhotheſis could be nuintained But that it 
r ono is no hard Taſk to prove. The Caſe in 
ort is ſo plain that I Ra been aſtoniſhed (as 
u ell as many others) that your Superviſor, or 
ue of your Reverend Atteſtators had not coun- 
led you better, (as young Men I know need 
vice ) than to Jet ſuch an Argument as this 


og pear in Publick. What! is there no Place, from 
youſ'e Beginning of Geneſis to the End of Revelation 
fe here the Term Righteouſneſs is applied to the 
f eZ pour itical Performances of wicked Men? Strange 


in Mou ſhould not know better than this! Don't we 
ad in this Book, of Men that fruſt to their own 
upbteouſneſs ; that go about to eftabliſh a Righteouf- 
t tf , of their own; that turn away from their Rigb- 
2 "OM 
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_ Feouſneſs ; that only appear Righteous before Malieny 

And Mr. Porter ] hope don't think that they Wan 
trulyRighteous who truſt to and go about to effort, 
diſh a Righteouſneſs of their own ----- You can't\Wgi" 
ſo Heritical as to think when a Man is fruhykig im- 
teous, he can ever turn from it.— Vou won't 1 
perſwaded, when you think upon it, pretend 
prove that one who only appears Righteous befullifÞ 
Men, is really ſo in the ſight of God. But n 
to multiply Inſtances, What think you ( good Si 
of the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſer 
Was it Hypocritical, or was it true and fincen 
You can't affirm the latter, becauſe Chriſt himk 
lays, unleſs ours exceed it we ſhall in no Caſe en 
into the Kingdom of God, Upon Suppoſition 
was ti ue and genuine, if our Righteouſneis equall 
theirs, we might hope to ſee the Kingdom of Gu 
So that this neceflity of exceeding it, plainly d 
monſtrates ſome eſſential defect in it. Beſidesit 
evident from their whole Hiſtory in the Goipe 
that tho' they had aRighteouſneſs, ( ſuch a one 
it was) tho' they made a great ſhew of Devoti 
and were infinitely nice and preciſe in their Wa 
yet that in common Life and Converſation tha 
were Arrant Rogues and Hypocrites; that it 
not only an Inputed Righteouſneſs that ti 
wanted, but a great deal more Perſonal Goodne 
It cn 
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ay and long Prayers: Bat at the ſame Time as 
amous for devouring Widows Houſes, In 
Wort, their whole Religion was turned into an 
wine of Knavery - — All their ſanctified 
cimace was only a plauſible Covert for their 
ſi: itual Roguery. And it was undoubtedly upon 
is account that our Saviour thus diſparages their 
{i 2btcouſneſs, and recommends a much better to 
s Followers. And why may'nt we ſuppoſe the 
ophet Jaiah for the fame Reaſon ſpeaks of 
e Righteouſneſs of their Predeceſſors ( who were 
ry much like them) in the diminitive Language 
our Text. Thus much beſure may be fairly 
bered from thisPaſſage in our Saviour's Sermon, 
at there is at leaſt one Place in Scripture where 
e Term Righteouſneſs is applied to the Hypocr:- 
g Performances of wicked Men. And this 
e ( ſince you ſay there is none) is ſufficient 
overthrow your firſt Argument. And fo let us 
on to your ſecond and ſee if that has any Thing 
ore ſolid in it. This is taken from the Word 
l in the Text. And for Subſtance (if I rightly 
derſtand you) may be fairly and fully expreſs'd 
W tis Form. If the Prophet ſpeaks of ei, i. e. 
every individual in the Jewiſh Church, and 
ere were ſome real good Men in it, then in this 
au haracter he muſt include their Righteouſneſs: 
ut the Term all is here to be underſtood in this 
nlimited Senſe, &c. 7 — 0 08 


Here again I am afraid your Hypotheſs will 
| you, relating to the ſtrict and literal ani ver- 
Hof the Term all. In the 1/4 Place (DearSir) 
er me to query with you a little, how you 

come 
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come to fix ſuch an unlimited Senſe on the Ten 
all in this Text, when you yourſelf will acknoy 
ledge, that in many other Places of holy Scripti 
tis ſo far from intending Unzverſality, that it do 


N, Sc 
KA wo: 
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e 
not comprehend even the Majority, only a t 
particular Perſons. Thus when we read m 
Chriſt's dying, of his giving his Life a Rani: 

for all, of his taſting of Death for every Mut 
which Language is at leaſt as univerſal as Hi. 
in our Text) you know very well that all ay 
every Man does not intend (according to Mil 
Letter) all and every Man: But muſt be (a 
ſtrued agreable to the Analogy of Faith, as meu ot 
ing only a few, W SET: ne 
I know it will not follow from hence that im 
to be taken ſo in this Place, in particular. Mere 
from the abovementioned Examples it appears, Wnt 
vor J hope at leaſt, that it may be upon Occaluſr: 
thus Reſtrained. And there is this further Gt 
fideration that will perhaps render it not oer 
poſſible, but alſo pretty - probable, that it was f 
(ſtrictly ſpeaking ) a univerſal, but only a geneiiþ"! 
Character the Prophet is here drawing; that e 
is perfectly agreable to the prophetick Stile, aſe! 
many Inſtances of the ſame Nature may eaſily Nu 
produced from the Writings of theſe holy Men 
old. Thus Moſes diſcribing the Wickedneſs i C 
the old World, ſays in Gen. 6. 12. ALL MW" 
bad corrupted his Way on Earth. But this Me 
count cannot ſtrictly ſpeaking comprehend ale. 
Men that were then on the Earth, for there ù P: 
the ſame Time an expreſs Exemption of M. 
ho is faid to be @ Juſt Man, perfect in his s 
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en on, and one that a with God. And 
onWeretore we read of his finding Grace in the 
ur: of the Lord, and being with his Houſe 


ed from the fatal Deluge. And ſo again; 
the Prophet Feremiab's Day on Earth, the 
mighty challenges them to find ſo much as a 
WW: that was truely good in Feruſalem. And 
t we can't ſuppoſe they were all to a Man, 
n cious and Ungodly; but that they were gener- 
y fo, and conſidered in a National View verily 
uilty before God. But not to enlarge in ſo plain 
(aſe; much to the fame Purpoſe are thoſe 
| ords in the 14th Plalm zd Ver. They are ALL 
ne aſide, they are altogethc r become filthy, there 
xoxE that dbetb good, no not ONE, Whatever 
me of prevailing Corruption the ſacred Writer 
re alludes to, no doubt theie was then a Rem- 
nt according to the Election of Grace, that truly 
ared God. All therefore that can be intended 
Coll the Paſiage is, that Vice was Rampant and 
o arly Epidemical. And why might we not 
as Mf Mr. Porter had not forbid it) thus have un- 
ritood the Prophet in our Text? And what if 
at e ſhould after all, thus underſtand him, ſince 


>, Mere are ſo many particular Places in Scripture t to 
ily Wuntcnance the Conſtruction. 

Men | | hh 
ls Ox thing further I will mention while I think 


it; and that is, if it was every individual in 
e Jewiſh Church to whom the Prophet applies 
al He Character in the Text, his Confeſſion I humbly 
re h prchend would not be very conſiſtent in Mr. 
er's Senſe of it. You ſuppoſe he is confeſs 
5 the inſufficiency of Man's beſt perſonal Righ- 
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teouſneſs to Juſtification, + This I grant war 
ſound very well; it would be a great Expreſſi 
of Humility, and Self-Abaſement as to the G0 
Part of them, to acknowledge that after all th 
Virtuous Attainments, they could mot ſtand Ty 
by the Law of perfect Obedience, but muſt hy 
Recourſe to the free unbo't Grace of God for Þ; 
don and Acceptance. But pray, what -propri 
could there be in acknowledging that the R 
teouſneſs of the reſt (which was by far the my 
Part) could not Juſtify them? It would be d 
to ſay, that thoſe Things could not procure Ju 
fication, which deſerve the higheſt Damnati 
Certain it is our Underſtanding the Prophet ini 
unlimited Senſe neceſſarily runs us into a ſtui 
Mixture and Confuſion of Characters, putting 
moſt Vicious upon a Parr with the moſt Hoh 
Point of Acceptance with their Maker; whet 
[Mr. Porter) I truſt will allow that the lu 
(the Merit of their Goodneſs being entirely exd 
ded ) have better Grounds to hope in God t 
the former, from the merciful Tenour of the G 
pel. Tho' I know of ſome warm Folks that hi 
preached it up as a fundamental Doctrine of Gn 
that the moſt vicious Livers ſtand faireſt for 
ſpecial Grace of God. And when they debg 
give a Man the worſt of Characters, to reprel 
hisCaſe as very Bad and Dangerous, they wille 
him @ moral Man. This in their Eſteem pl 
him ten Degrees below a Heathen. But hal 
continue in Sin that Grace may abound ? The 
poſtle rejects this Antinomian notion with 2 1 
vehement GOD FORBID. But tis high I. 
that we proceed to ſay ſomthing to your ” | 
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zu. Aud laſt Argument; which is taken from 
Term our in the Text. And which as you 
ably apprehend, and as your Atteſlators have 
ntled the Point, muſt include the Prophet himſelf 
the Character here drawn; And conſequently. 
r perſonal Ri zhteouſneſs of One real good Man 
leaſt is ſtiled Aby Rags. One Inſtance I ac- 
owledge, eſpecially of ſo good a Man as we all 
lieve the Prophet Jaiab was, would be quite 
ficient in this Caſe: And łhe Point muſt be 
ten up without any more ado, if it did appear 


Rags. TheCharge moreover of he in chang- 

g bh Into theiy would be very juſt. But pray 
ntlomen; isn't it as rational (if you will allow 
eaſon to have any Hand in ſettling the ſenſe of 
ipture) to ſuppoſe the Prophet is here Speaking 


monly phraze it) the Peoples cr to 2 
this humble Confeſſion Nr 


he Mir will be anbed 1 belices that there is ſuch 
at hing as National Guilt, and that when a Perſon 


peaking in this Latitude, and as a publick Re- 
Fentative of the reſt in any humble Confeſſion 
Almighty God, then I ſay, he can't word him- 
Wi better than to ſay, Our Sin, and Ou Guilt is 
and ſo. And if a very righteous holy Miniſter 


m plaÞuld thus confeſs the Sins of this Land, or of 
ſeal England at this Day, could any one rationally 
The er, that he deſigned to include himſelf, and 
2 2 s ſpeaking of his own perſonal Guilt of every 


"mg Abomination among them? I frow not. 


C 2 the 


at he here ſtyles ie o perſonal Righteouſnek | 


a publick Capacity; and that” he was'( as we 


ed what is more common among ſome of 
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the moſt Pious and Zealous of Chriſt's Amby 
dars, when they are publickly confeſſing the 
of this Land, to expreſs themſelves to this Pur 
O Lord, ue acknowledge OUR greivous Apo 
From the Principles as well. as Practices of | 
prous Forefathers, who for the Purity of Gy 
Truth ventured their Lives into this then boul 
Wilderneſs------- Now when ſuch Gentlemen! 
ouR Apoſtacy from their Principles, &c.i4 
would not 1 truſt be underſtood to include tha 
ſelves as being perſonally guilty of departing f 
the Faith, which was then Imported, For thi 
the very Thing, even their Zeal for the Faith 
the Fathers, that is the ground of their bitter 
about the preſent decay of it. And no doubt. 
Prophet made this Confeſſion in our Text, beca 
he was grieved for Tranſgreſſors. In the foi 
going Words he ſays, Ve are all as an uncl 
Thing, (or as ſome modeſtly expreſs it, Si 
Pannus Mulieris Menſtruatæ But is this 
common Character of good Men in Scriptun 
Of many others vaſtly leſs holy than the Prop 
*tis ſaid, Je are waſhed, ye are ſanctiſied. 
Prophet muſt ( unleſs you would confound 
Characters ) here perſonate the Jewiſh Ch 
and People, and ſpeak in their Names----Take 
Inſtance or two parallel with this in our Te 
In the preceeding Chapter 197th Verſe, he ma 
this Confeſſion, - Theu haſt hardned our ( 

.Our) Heart from thy Fear The Queſtion ti 
18, if the Term Our in this Place includes 
Prophet himſelf in common with the . 
of that wicked People? If you ſay Yes; 1 
you fix the worſt of Characters that is any We 


en 


*. 
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ven of the moſt abandoned Men on Earth, on 
e of the beſt of Men then alive. If you ſay, 
ay; then I beg to know what — you can 
ve why the Term Our ſhould not be N 
enſive 1 in both theſe Me ors 8 8 


Again, 


troduces the abandoned Character of this People 
th that general Confteftion,---- Our Tranſgreſ- 
. are multipled------W hat theſe were he pre- 
ntly enumerates, ſuch as Lying, Oppreſſion, Re- 


er , uttering from the Heart Words of Falſhood, &c. 


heſe the Prophet ſtiles our Tranſgreſions; but 

rely you and all the World, muſt have a much 
er Opinion of this Heavenly good Man than 
mai think he was ſuch a Lying, Diſhoneſt Fellow 
he muſt be, if he is here included in the Term 


his Wir. Nor will it ſound very well, to fay, his 


ert was hardned from the fear of God in point 
Juſtiſication. But it muſt, I think, be quite 

ain to impartial Inquirers, that he calls theſe 

nd Hillanies Our Tranſgreſſions in a National and not 
buf a Perſonal Senſe; and thus Confeſſeth them to 
akeFWod, as the Head and Repreſentative of the Peo- 
Tape. For 'tis worthy of our Obſervation, that 
a few Words after he ſpeaks of ſome,” whoſe 
(ges were not to be put into this black Cata- 
n togP2ue of Vices ; (which yet he calls Our Tranſ- 
es Meſſions) of ſome who departed from Evil, and 
e Mfereby made themſelves à Prey, i. e. become ex- 


I ed to the Aſperſions and Clamours of 2 . 


Pentioned Sinners. | 


IN the | 59 gth Chap. 12th. Verſe, the Prophet 
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I would be quite-endleſs as well as |neegl 
to produce every Inftance in the Sacred Writing 
where the Perſon ſpeaking uſes the Term Or 
drawing of Characters, that tis impoſlible-ſhoſW:n 
be applicable to himſelf without confounding 1 
Diſtinctions between Good and Evil, between 
Saint and the Sinner, I will therefore: only ad 
that for the ſame Reaſon the Prophet is here {y 
| to include himſelf in the Terms ail and u 
he muſt likewiſe be ſuppoſed to include hi 
in the following Character ---- There is none | 
caileth upon thy Name, that flirreth up himſelf 
take hold of thee, I he Text ſays Nox R. } 
was not that Prophet a Man of Prayer? We m 
therefore underſtand the Term None, under i 
ſame Reſtriction in which we find it neceſſary 
underſtand a thouſand like forms of Speech, if! 


ould er any Senſe of 2 cken 


Tur Apology that is made for the Prog 
who was a very conſiſtent Man, by @ late Va 
boſe, Dark, Jeſuitical Writer, ( whoſe Patit 
always holds out much longer than that of r 
Readers ) will not be accepted any better than 
Former, for a Perſon of a very different Charadt 
For allowing (as we all muſt )) that the Rigi 
ous are liable to ©« a ſad Decay of Faith and Praych 
What is this to the preſent purpoſe ?; Was t 
Prophet Jaiab at this Time under any ſuch I 
cays ? I frow not. He appears all along to be 
the full exerciſe of both; confeſſing their Nai 
nal Guilt ; earneſtly interceeding for this you 
bandoned People, and Reſolving that for 
Joke he would not hold his Peace, and ww 
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ent forth as Brightneſs, & What more pa- 
tick Prayer could the beſtSaint on Earth make; 
and that in the higheſt Exerciſe of — J 


gn that in the 1/7 Perſe of this 6475 Chap. Oh 
n / bon wouldeſt rent the Heavens, thut ' thou 
al why come down, that the Mounitains might flow 
fun at thy preſence, &a. If I miſtake not, there 
dull here ſomething like the acfings of Grace in the 
imMWty of Prayer, and ſomething of 2 3 bd 
e Mn this 4 Man / to take eee 

ji 


MM ArTER all, tho we mould grant that thaPro 
met includes himſelf in all theſe Characters; we 

e this Refuge ſtill in Reſerve; that what he 
sis to be confined to the Place where he De- 
eedeit; and the Doctrines of Paleſtine are no 
re to be receiv'd by us here, (tho Delivered by 
[nſpiration of God) than Oaths taken in Ol 
and, are to be Kept 1 in Americs. — 
BUT to return ; ( Mr. Bortly ) 1 bas given 
r ſeveral Arguments a Diſtin& and Im 
denied, And if there is any Thing of 
icht in what has been obſerved, let it have its 
ect; If not, let it receive its juſt Colcrnges: > 
rayer 1 have only to add, 
as M4. THAT fo far as you have re 
h Ut me, you equally Oppoſe Calvin himſelf. 
d upon the Truth of this you will allow me 
Nat Liberty to expoſtulate a little with yourſelf; 
Reverend Atteſtators, as to the Cry you have 
ed from the Abuſe of the Text, about the 
eril owth of Armimaniſm amongſt us. 1* 


ps ſake take no teſt, till the Righteouſneſs thekeof | 


: ” , 5 5 : ' ö 4 
— d : | , 5 . e — "hg . N In. * * F 
| a % 3. I x 
2 A LET E R, &ec. 
5 a 
* a ; 


IIx will take up too much Room to recite nts 
that Carvin ſays in his Commentary on this Te 
Iwill therefore only turn you to one or two hi 
Sentences full to the preſent Point ---- To preꝶi 
all Diſquietudes in pious Minds from this ſee 
ing Diſparagement of true Righteouſneſs, he {y 
Hic ſe nonnulli torquent quod Propheta de ſol 
rum inquinamentis loquens ſine exceptione Juda 
ammes exprimat, in quibus tamen reſtabant ju 
Dei cultores; ſed fruſtra. Quia non loquitur 
fingulis, fed de univerſo corpore, In Engi 
thus--- Here, there be ſome that Torment themſeh 
becauſe the Prophet ſpeaking of the defilement 
Sin takes in and repreſents the Caſe of all the fa 
without exception, amongſt whom there neverttel 


remained ſome pure Worſhipers of God; but ins C 
and without cauſe (i. e. they are diſquieted in . 

upon the Account of the Prophet's expreſſing hui 

ſelf ſo univerſally ) becauſe he does not here Sp | 
of every Individual, but of the whole - Body, N 
confidered as a Society and Community of Men- ti 
Preſently after he opens more fully till ; M nc 
he Fic Locus citari a quibusdam ſolet W ) 
Probent adeo nhil eſſe meriti in Operibus noſtris, It n 
coram Deo putide & fatide fint. Sed hoc mic 


videtur alienum a Prophete ſententia, &c, & 
As if he had ſaid; T hzs Place (meaning the 6. 
Iſaiah 670.) is wont to be cited by ſome, that il 
may prove there is ſo far from being any ti 
good and valuable in our Works, that they art Sr 
God's Sight noiſome and filthy Things. But 
appears to me to be very foreign from the Sen. 
the Prophet, &c.---- Thus ſpeaketh Mr. Ca 
And if theſe (Mr. Porter,) were Calvins Sl 
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Jets with Reſpect to the Text under Confide... 
Jon, might not both you and your Atteſtators 
ry lawfully have ſpared your Cries and Groanes 
ut the Abuſe of it. Nay, Sir, how could you 
cell any face upon Calviniſtick Principles diſclaim 
win's OWN Interpretation of the Words? If I 
e done him Juſtice in theſe Quotations, I have 
tainly in ſettling the Senſe of the Text (which 
all the preſent Controverſy .) been quite Calui- 
ical; unleſs you will ſuppoſe that Calvin him- 
gli f was not a Calviniſt. Surely you had much 
Wore Reaſon to have Charged me with Stealing 
Interpretation from Calvin than in the leaſt 
oradicting of him. How ſhall we account for 
is enormous Blunder in you? I have had vari- 
 ConjeQtures in my own Mind about the Mat- 
Sometimes I have Charitably hoped that you 
tre not acquainted with Calvin's Writings ; that 

u had never Conſulted him upon the Text, but 
k for grant that he underſtood all Scripture Juſt 
tie ſame Senſe in which his profeſſed Follow- 
now do. And then again ( to be. honeſt with 
u) I confeſs I have not ſometimes been with- 
t my Doubts whether or no the Language in 
Which Calvin wrote might not a little ſtartle you. 
ere being ſome in all Ages, like thoſe in Dr. 


uh's, whom he ſays, always looked uponLatin 
ot tay be the n. of the Begft, 


are Sin, what your Sentiments are in this Reſ pect 
the Grounds of your thus turning an Oppoſer of 
ente vin, J pretend not to determine. Your Excuſe 
chaps may be, I wot not what I did. If ſo, 1 
Seal Rejoice for your Sake. But however, whe= 

my D ther, 


8 
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[A beg both you and your Alteſtators to ſpare ni 


'Y ber and Nonſenſe eſtabliſhed only uy 


ther, Ignorance or Deſign was at the Bottom e 1810 
( hope the former, ) certain it is that tis! 
of Lamentation, and ſhall be for a Lamentat 
that the good old Calviniſtical way of opening T, 
is ſo little. Regarded by his profeſſed Diſcigf. 
Alas] Alas ! that one of his youngeſt Child 
ſhould riſe up at this Day againſt him, and find 
-many elder Brethren to Countenance, Atteſt, | 
Support this hisDiſobedience and Rebellion aga 
him; that the Cauſe of good od Mr. Calvin thi 
be fo wounded in the Houſe of fo e of his} 
Friends, 


AFTER all FO J have here very openly /: 
truſt very honeſtly ) obſerved relating toCalun 


Word 1elating to the Cry you have raifed abi; 
the Growth of Arminianſmamongit us. How 
this is true, you are (or ought to be ) the 
Judges, who have publickly Aſſerted it. Buff: 
fix this Character on any Man, only from his 
terpretation of one ſingle Text, and which at 
ſame Time he proves to be Catviniftical, i is I th 
as Injurious to him as 'tis inconſiſtent with 50 
ſelves. Gentlemen, you know very well that n 
Sounds operate like a Charm on many Mi: 
„They confound their Judgment, they ini 
their Paſſions.” And this can't by any ſober) 
be judged the beſt Method to make them ei 
found Believers or good Livers. What Woidr: 
have the Terms, Infidel, Papiſt, Arminzan, Wi! 
wro't on Valgar Minds, when artfully played 4 
gainſt an Antagoniſt ? How often has Truth 


As 
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2 


ick of Sounds? It never did nor never will 
fer any good End in the propagation of Truth, 

load our Oppoſers with Terms of Reproach, and 
endeavour by calling them hard Names to leſſen 
ir Reputation and Uſefulneſs, under a blind 


27 


tion of their being Hereticks. Errors when 


Wozccnt ought undoubtedly to be Oppoſed by all 


it are ſet for the defence of the Goſpel ; But 


SM: how is this to be managed ? Surely not by 
Wiz the Populace with blind Prejudice's againſt 


m; but by endeavouring a ſolid confutation of 
ſe Herefics by bringing Rational and Scriptural 
guments againſt them, But if inſtead of this, 
en think to carry their Cauſe merely by the Ap- 
cation of a few odiousAppellations ; if inſtead of 


Wing forth their ſtrong Reaſonings, they fall to 


wing andScolding, and callingNames. It is in my 
nion but a more {ly & covert Way of revilingand 
ling an Opponent. And tho' it be done with 
er ſuch flaming Zeal for the purity of the Faith, 

| with the higheſt pretences of Authority from 
aven, yet the ſober and rational Part of Man- 
id will ever look upon it as nothing but Phrenzy, 
da Blaſphemous Proſtitution of the Name of 
dd, to countenance our unſanctified Spleen a- 
alt others, and give a currency to our own 


N lleleſs Divinity among the tho' tleſs Multitude. 


As we are all agreed in the divine Right of 
rate Judgment, ſo ought we to exerciſe al 


an, Wile Caution leaſt we enſlave our own Minds 
layed the Minds of our People to any humaneSchemes 


3th b 


by 
Mag 


Authorities; for to teach them to ſubſtitute 
Writings of weak fallible Men, in the Room 
MP4 of 
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of Chriſt and his Goſpel, may perhaps in the E 
turn out as fatal as ſubſtituting our perſonal in 
Room of Chriſt's ſurety Ri ghteouſneſs. 


But 'tis Time to have done; having alrea 
vaſtly exceeded the length I at firſt propoſed 
this Letter----Mr. Porter, I have ſtated (as v 
as I could ) the Point in Controverſy. I h: 
particularly conſidered your Arguments and end 
voured to Point out the weakneſs of them, 
have entred and proſecuted my Complaint agi 
you and your Atteſtators, for raiſing a Cry abi 
the Growth of Arminianiſm, when J have pro 
my {elf entirely Catviniftical in my Senſe of 
Text; which as I obſerved before, is the wh 
of the preſent Controverſy. As for your aft 
Diſcourſe about the Merit of our Goodneß 
Righteouſneſs, I fay again, what I intimated I dan 
fore, that I never tho't, believed or preached M's F 
Thing of this, but always the direct contraryD 


trine. And if you bring the Charge I ſhall exec 
you Support it with good Arguments; if not lt. 
S⁰ Atteſtators. 
WuarTEver your Apprehenſions or the Ih 
timents of others may be relating to the Dod Hand 
of Merit, Juſtification, &c. I aſſure you, I alv nc 
preach up ( what I firmly believe) that the GY 
of God is the Original Spring of all his Crea Life 
Happineſs, and that there is no ſuch Thin ste 
Buying, Parchaſing or Meriting this Grace affen 
Hands. But that 7is Free and Rich Grace. {4 
Free I mean, ttis the Eſſential Diſpoſition ol aur 
Deity to be good. By Rich J mean, the Wc 
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th the Sacred Writer; that he is good to A, 
that his tender Mercies are over A his 
orks. I tell myPeople indeed, that they muſt do 
thoſe things that are commanded in theGoſpel ; 
ich is the Law of Life to us. But am careful 
the ſame time to add----that when they have 
Dee all they are to look for Eternal Life as the 
rr of GOD, thro Feſus Chriſt, 


dor FER me now to Conclude all with a few 
rt Extracts from the Writings of 4 precious 
Inijter of Jeſus Chriſt, now with the Lord. 
some Men ( ſays be) ſeem to be ſo afraid of 


of the Merit of Obedience and good Works, that 
will they loath to Aſſert the Neceſſity of them, and 
af do it with ſo much Caution as if they were not 
cM to roly perſwaded of it, or did apprehend ſome 
d dangerous Conſequence from it. But this Fear 
d of perfectly groundleſs ; as if Merit could not — 
Noe excluded, without caſting off our Duty, and 


reclaiming our ſelves from any neceſſary Obli- 
gations to be good. 
In auother Place he ſays; 

« I have been more careful to expreſs theſe 
Things ( 1. e. ſuch as Relate to Grace, Faith 
and perſonal Obedience ) more fully and dit- 
ünctly, that no Man may imagine, that whilſt 
we aſſert the neceſſity of Obedience and a holy 
Lite we have any defign in the leaſt to dero- 
rate from the Faith and Grace of God, but 
only to engage and encourage Men to Holineſs 
nd a good Life, by convincing them of the 
abſolute indiſpenſible Neceſſity of it, in order to 
Eternal Salvation, For all that I have ſaid rs 
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in plain Engliſh no more than this, that its de 
ceſſary for a Man to be a good Man that ff an 
may get to Heaven. And whoever finds fa 


cc 


* God, to endeavour to be like God in Puritf 


cc 
cc 


purſue the great End and go of the Chil 


Separation and Divorce between Godlineſs and 


and Efficacy of the Chriſtian Religion, and t 


thing as Chriſtianity in the World. But let 


m 
with this Doctrine, finds fault with the Goh tis 
it felf, and the main End and Deſign of t 
Grace of God therein revealed to Mankin © 
which offers Salvation upon no other Term E: 
And to preach and preſs this Doctrine is c,, O 


tainly, if any thing in the World can be ſo, t 


Religion 

In another Place he ſays ; 
I know it hath been the great End and Deſig 
of the Devil and his Inſtruments in all Ages! 
undermine Religion, by making an unhappy 


Morality, between Faith, and the Virtues of 
good Life,and by this means not only to weaket 
and abaſe, but even wholly to deſtroy the For 


leave Men as much under the Power of tli 
Devil and their Luſt, as if there was no ſud 


not deceive ourſelves ; this always was Rel 
gion, and the Condition of our Acceptance wit 


and Holineſs, in Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, 
Mercy and Goodneſs, fo ceaſe to do evil al 
70 5 to do well--- 

In another Place he ſays; 
e There are many Perſons in the World ver 
Sollicitous about anOrthodoxBelief,and mighti 
concerned to know what the Scriptures, but 


pipecmally | What the Councils and Fathers hate 
| „ < an 


MI 
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declared in ſuch a Matter; and they are nice 
at ¶ and ſcrupulous in theſe Things even to the ut- 
a moſt Punctilio's, and will with a moſt unchriſ- 
of tian Paſſion contend for the Chriſtian Faith“ — 
f t But as he obſerves in another Place till ; 

kin © When all is done and faid, there is no ſuch 
m Error and Hereſy, nothing ſo fundamentally 
ct DIR to I as a Wicked Life. ” 

ſo, t | Thus he. 
iſtia 


ts ne 


b Sir, I preſume not to Sub my ſelf 
ccording to Old Style) your Brother in the Faith 


eng Fellowſhip of the Goſpel ; for fear you ſhould 


ges agine I have not Faith eno' for any Fellowſhip. 
dap you will allow me, I truſt, the Privilege 
$ and 


a Heathen, ( if found and ſertous ) to declare, 
of Hat, 
eaket 


ror 
10 tf 
f th 
\ {ucl 
let u 
Rel 
wWitl 
arty 
ſs, in 


a All 


Jam 
Your fellow Creature, 


And Hearty 2 ell-Wifher, 


antree, May 22. 


1 1750. 


Lemuel Briant. 


